Minutes of the 522nd Meeting
Saint Stephen Cathedral Parish Pastoral Council
Conference Room at the Parish Office

November 13, 2025

Members Present: Fr. John Thomas, Daniel Best, Suzanne Padgett, Katie Pagan, Christopher
Camp, Chris Warren, Rita Roberson, Drew Augenstein, Joe Harris

Members Absent: Susan Dunlap, Ross Leigh, Kevin Payne

Parish Team : Fr. Christopher Grief, Fr. Pascal

L. Call to Order
Daniel Best opened the meeting at 6:00 pm.

I1. Prayer
Fr. John Thomas led the PPC in prayer.

I11. Approval of Minutes
The minutes were approved as written for the October 9, 2025, meeting.

IV. Liaison Reports - Daniel Best

A. Parish Finance Committee - Drew Augenstein

Drew Augenstein announced the committee met November 12, 2025, and will not meet again
until February. The committee reviewed financials with no changes or corrections. The food
cost in the rectory is down. In September $9,000 was paid for NCYC trip; $4,000 has been raised
to cover the cost with more funds coming in. Several large purchases had to be made; new

AC unit, bat project came in over budget ($92,000), and children’s education materials were pre-
purchased. We were $89,000 in the red for 1st quarter. Contributions were down 4.5% over the
summer but expected to pick back up. Several members have changed their giving to yearly.
There is a possible piece of property on corner for sale for $8,000. Court proceedings are in
January. The storage building has roof issues and not in great condition.

B. Liturgy - Ross Leigh

No report.

C. Social Concerns - Joe Harris

Joe Harris reported 106 people signed up at the Nov 1st and 2nd Ministry Fair. Joe was not sure
how many are new. The 8:30 am Mass had the biggest turn out. The next Social Concerns
meeting is November 20, 2025.

D. Children and Family Ministry - Rita Roberson

Rita Roberson stated Faith Formation sessions are ongoing. The Circle of Grace Safe
Environment training will be implemented the weekend of November 15, 2025. Seventeen
children received First Reconciliation on November 9, 2025. Three baptisms are scheduled for
November. Advent preparations include: In Time - Advent Devotional for Women offered for 5
Wednesday evenings, Illuminate Advent Study 5 Tuesday mornings during Advent, and an



Advent Family Parish Holy Hour will be December 14, 2025, followed by a meal. The
cookbook has 300 recipes. A family movie night is in the works.

E. Adult Formation - Chris Camp

Chris Camp announced the men’s group meets every Thursday night. The women’s group meets
the first Saturday of the month. OCIA has 15-20 people in discernment. The Joint Rite of
Entrance and Welcome for OCIA will be on December 6, 2025. A marriage retreat will be
offered free of charge on Feb 13-14, 2026.

F. Youth - Katie Pagan

Katie Pagan reported that NCYC is next week. SSC, with Immaculate is taking 16 youth and 3
adults. We will have a blessing at the 8:30 Mass this weekend for all attending. There are still
17 envelopes left on the fundraising board in the Narthex. The Halloween messy games for both
middle and high school youth was a hit with 70 kids despite the rain. The Middle School Advent
Bible Study will take place at the Youth House every Monday during Advent with a focus on the
Gospel for each week. High School small groups with an Advent focus will be split into younger
and older, boys and girls groups. We are in need of many more adults to help with youth nights
and lead small groups, especially as we grow in student numbers. Middle And High School
Friendsgiving is this weekend. The Youth Christmas Party is December 7, 2025.

G. Young Adult - Katie Pagan (on behalf of Kevin Payne)

Katie Pagan stated three of our diocesan seminarians led a Rosary Hike at Rudy Mines Trails,
which was a wonderful time of prayer and community. The Young Adults helped with the Fall
Block Party as their service opportunity for October. They had an outdoor movie night in the
backyard of the youth house as their Thanksgiving celebration. On November 17, 2025, they are
having a YA Holy Hour with Fr. Will with the theme of gratitude followed by dinner. In
December they will have a Christmas party and a cooking class with Fr. John where they will
prepare meals for our homebound parishioners.

H. Buildings and Grounds - Chris Warren

Chris Warren reported the pews need refinishing due to Covid damage. The Baptismal font filter
needed to be back flushed due to rust buildup from water heater. The elevator is not in good
shape. The attic space had evidence of 1 bat. There is a 5 year guarantee for continuous bat
removal. At least 4 additional inches of insulation was added. Bob is replacing the halogen
bulbs with LED in the area under the choir loft.

I. Parish Family Life - Katie Pagan (on behalf of Susan Dunlap)

Katie Pagan announced the 2025 Stewardship packets were finally mailed on November 12. The
Advent Giving Tree begins this Sunday through December 10 with gift card requests. Audrey
Bowlds, our parish shopper, will purchase Christmas for children in need who reach out to our
parish. TheTurkey Cook-off will be held December 6th, 2025, after the 4:30 Mass. The Turkey
Cook-off will be a judged event with a traveling trophy attached to the competition. They are
looking for a three judge panel for this event.

J. Renewal and Expansion - Suzanne Padgett

Suzanne Padgett reported they finally got rectory plans from the the architect. We can get up to
3 options per the contract. The report on the the organ came in. The build is in Phase II but
design has been moved to Phase I. The design on the parish hall has been moved to Phase I to



get people excited. A group is going November 23, 2025, to Bowling Green to St. Joseph’s to
look at their window repairs and to Holy Spirit to look at their parish hall.

V. New Business
Rectory architect is working on a new plan. Original proposal was not ideal.

V1. Unfinished Business
None

VII. Action Items
None

VIII. Pastor’s Report

Fr. John Thomas announced on December 11, 2025, the PPC will have an abbreviated
meeting with a Christmas gathering to follow at the rectory. Members are asked to bring
appetizers and a $30.00 or less Dirty Santa gift for anyone that wants to participate. Please
RSVP by December 8, 2025, if you and a plus one are attending the party. Fr. John Thomas
stated that Seminarian Tommy Rhodes will be here for some of Advent/Christmas. Fr. John
Thomas will not be at the January or February PPC meetings. He would like to meet with Chair,
Vice Chair, Secretary, and Fr. Christopher before the next meeting.

IX. Birthdays, Anniversaries, Ordinations, etc.
Happy November Birthdays to Fr. John Thomas and Drew Augenstein.

X. Closing Prayer
Fr. Christopher led us in closing prayer.

XI. Adjourn
The next meeting is Thursday December 11, 2025. The meeting adjourned at 6:31 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Katie Pagan



